
Letter to an Unknown Friend and Take a Letter

Letter to an Unknown Friend 2004-5
Media: electronically manipulated found typewriter, LCD 
screen, custom electronics, found objects, wall drawing, 
software. Size variable. Funded by the National Endowment for 
the Arts  (catalog: Sacred Spaces exhibition)

 Letter to an Unknown Friend invites audiences to 
contemplate their relationship to letter writing through an 
interactive installation and participatory performance. The focus 
of the installation  is an electronically manipulated typewriter 
where visitors read and respond to a series of letters found 
during our artistõs residency at the San Francisco Recycling and 
Disposal Company. The found letters are from the 1920õs to 
present day.  
 Visitors to the exhibition were invited to bring 
an important letter to our interactive performance Take A 
Letter. Visitors letters were then scribed onto the walls of the 
exihibition. In this way abandoned letters were combined with 
valued letters;  letter writing from the past and present were 
combined and memories valued and discarded were given equal 
place within the work. 

Terri Cohn, Sacred Spaces catalog, Berkeley, California, 2004

Take a Letter
Performance 2004, Berkeley Art Center, in conjunction 
with Sacred Spaces. 

 The Take A Letter performance was staged as 
a 1950õs ofþce with nine performers. The audience was 
invited to bring signiþcant letters to the Berkeley Arts 
Center for the performance. The General Manager greeted 
each visitor, then Stenographers listened to the story behind 
each letter and recorded the stories. Each letter was then 
handed to scribes, who copied the letters onto the walls of 
the installation.

Top: A letter from Take A Letter. LCD screen, software, manipulated 
found typewrtier
Left from top: The General Manager, Scribe. the wall at the end 
of Take a Letter performance


